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Flow of physicians between urban and rural areas

Hiroshima NEEEEENY
Rural Urban Rural Urban
1061 228 836 175
Rural
81.2% 7.6%? 85.4% 11.6%2
245 2754 143 1329
2008 Urban
18.8%b 92.4% 14.6%Pb 88.4%
1306 2982 979 1504
Total
100% 100% 100% 100%

a: P value for difference <0.001
b: P value for difference p=0.037
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INOPIRG A5 CNEKIAMGEY, 3 SUDQUOTA,
by most Japanese medical schools.
The number of entrants to these
subquotas has now reached 1064 per
year (13% of all entrants).*

The subquota and JMU physicians
an potentially connect the two
separate  proposals  put

probessconsh’ traming [ancet 2011,
ekl
2 Gwl:_;m#(cewum

1 EsmestMA Wong 5L Federco 56
Pertpectve Mdvocacy wht s 4 and
o dowe do it Acad Med 1010: 85: 6367

Quality of care in Japan:
an additional strategy

Hidekl Hashimoto and  colleagues
(Sept 24, p 1174)' suggest that the
poor production system for primary-
care plysicians in Japan harmed the
quality of outpatient care in com-
munities. They propose an increase

In primary care generalists, and the ¥

h of each

db(mlo«am health-care prwlsdon

Even though an increase in primary
care physicians would redress the
current maldistribution of physicians
among specialties, equitable access
to health care within the population
umol he xhbvul wnl'\wl geo-
of
phﬂdam. panxtlany primary care

forward by Hashimoto and colleagues:
specialty balance, and a prefecture’s
increased discretion. We propose that
these physiclans be trained as primary
care physicians, and placed in under.
served areas under the discretion of
cach prefectural government. This
strategy would improve the equity of
access while strengthening discretion
and clarifying the responsibility of
each prefecture
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